
The history and wildlife of the 

Former Cadeby Colliery 
On 14th August 2014, OPAL ran an event at the site of the former Cadeby 

Colliery for local people to share their knowledge of the history of the site 
and the wildlife it supports. We were interested to understand more about 

how the historical uses of the site have affected the wildlife seen there today. 

History 
Some visitors to the event told us about features of the site from when it was a 
heavily industrialised area.  The Cadeby colliery opened in 1893 and capstones 
marking two of the shafts can be seen on the site (5). Also in this area was the 
Kilner Glass Factory and a limestone quarry (3). The River Don was rerouted and 
canalised to transport goods (1) as well as  the many railway lines running 
through the area.  The colliery shut in 1987 and in 1999 the Earth Centre opened, 
an educational centre focussed on environmental sustainability, many of the 
features of which were described (6-14). The Earth Centre closed in 2004 and 
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Industrial features 
1. Former route of river 
2. Explosives store 
3. Quarry 
4. Pumping station 
5. Caps of shafts 
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Post-industrial use 
6. Sponsored trees 
7. Commemorative garden 
8. Willow planting 
9. Accommodation block 
10. Organic farm 

11. BBC Jubilee Gardens 
12. Orchard and allotments 
13. Foraging area 
14. Reedbed 
15. Kingswood events field 
16. Light installation  
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many of the features of the site were lost or became over grown (9, 10, 12, 13) but the Kingswood 
Centre now occupies park of the site and still uses some of them, such as the reedbed for sewerage 
treatment (14). In 2006 there was a light installation at the site of the spoil tip for the colliery (16) to 
commemorate the 410 lives lost at the Cadeby Colliery. 

 



The event was run in collaboration with the following organisations: 

Huge thanks to those who helped organise and run the event and those who contributed to the maps. 

Wildlife 
Many of the grassland areas of the site are left to grow long over the 
summer. This benefits small mammals, such as voles (3) and rabbits (4), 
which are food for predators such as  stoats and weasels (1), owls (12) 
kestrels (12) and buzzards (15). The areas planted as woodland have 
established and they provide cover for small birds which some of these 
predators also feed on.  
The sites is also be home to lots of invertebrates (5-11), including ants 
which are the main food source for green woodpeckers (13). 
The woodland areas provide cover for muntjac deer (2). 
The ponds in the area provide a home for smooth newts (17), frogs (16), 
dragonflies (5) and mayflies (6). 

Mammals 
1. Stoats and  
weasels 
2. Muntjac deer 
3. Vole 
4. Rabbit 

Invertebrates 
5. Dragonflies 
6. Mayflies 
7. Speckled wood butterfly* 
8. Meadow brown butterfly* 
9. Spiders* 
10. Pill woodlouse* 
11. Grey earthworm* 
 

Birds 
12. Owl 
13. Green 
woodpecker 
14. Kestrel* 
15. Buzzards* 
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*seen on day of event 
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Amphibians 
16. Frogs 
17. Smooth 
newts 
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OPAL is a UK-wide project that allows people to get hands-on with nature, whatever their age, background or 
ability. For more information see www.opalexplorenature.org or contact us at opalproject@york.ac.uk 

http://www.opalexplorenature.org/

