
The history and wildlife of 

New Park Springs 
On 5th August 2014, OPAL ran an event at New Park Springs for local 

people to share their knowledge of the history of the site and the wildlife 
it supports. We were interested to understand more about how the 
historical uses of the site have affected the wildlife seen there today. 

History 
Some visitors showed us pictures of when New Park Springs was a heavily industrialised site. 
Grimethorpe colliery opened in 1896 and before it closed in 1993 many other local businesses 
used the coal it produced. In the 1980s there was a series of settlement lagoons down the centre 
of the site (1) and a conveyor bringing spoil from the railway line (2). Between the colliery closure 
and the restoration of the site, the spoil was washed to extract the remaining coal and the 
topography of the site changed again. In 2006 the site was landscaped and in 2008 trees were 
planted and other areas were seeded with grasses. The birch trees that were planted have 
established most successfully. In some areas (3) the trees are not growing so well which may be 
due to poor or shallow soil. 
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OPAL is a UK-wide project that allows people to get hands-on with nature, whatever their age, background or 
ability. For more information see www.opalexplorenature.org or contact us at opalproject@york.ac.uk 

Industrial 
features 
 
1.     Settlement 
lagoons 
2.     Conveyor 

 
Post industrial 
features 

 
3.     Poorly 
established trees 
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http://www.opalexplorenature.org/


The event was run in collaboration with the following organisations: 

Huge thanks to those who helped organise and run the event and those who contributed to the maps. 

Wildlife 
New Park Springs has a rich variety of habitats which 
support a diversity of wildlife. Many of the grassland 
areas of New Park Springs are left to grow long over the 
summer. This benefits small mammals, such as shrews 
(3), which are food for predators such as  barn owls (10) 
and kestrels (11).  
Short and long grassland areas will also be home to lots 
of insects, including moths and butterflies  (4, 5), which 
provide food for many of the bird species seen on site, 
including swifts (9), swallows (12) and skylarks (7). The 
grassland is also of the right height and density to allow 
skylarks to breed here. 
Areas of bare soil (seen in the photo on the right) and 
paths provide areas for grass snakes (8) to bask.  
The developing woodland also provides cover for roe 
deer (1). 

Mammals 
1. Roe deer 
2. Fox 
3. Shrew 
 

Invertebrates 
4. Burnet moth 
5. Meadow 
brown butterfly* 
 

Birds 
6. Goldfinch 
7. Skylark* 
8. Partridge 
9. Swift 
10. Barn owl 
11. Kestrel* 
12. Swallow* 
 

Reptiles 
13. Grass snake 
 
*seen on day of 
event 
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