
The history and wildlife of 

Phoenix Park 
On 7th August 2014, OPAL ran an event at Phoenix Park for local people to 

share their knowledge of the history of the site and the wildlife it 
supports. We were interested to understand more about how the 

historical uses of the site have affected the wildlife seen there today. 

History 
Visitors to the event told us about features of the site from the time when it 
was the Hickleton Main Colliery (1892-1988). This included several buildings 
associated with the mine (1-5), which Thurnscoe Business Park now occupies. 
Phoenix Park itself was the site of several lagoons and reservoirs (7s). 
Restoration of the site began in 1999  following consultation with the local 
communities.  This involved landscaping, spreading new soil,  seeding areas 
with grass and wildflowers and planting trees. Sculptures and other art work 
were also designed with the help of local communities. Phoenix Park opened 
in 2007. 
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Mining features 
1. Pit baths 
2. Lamp room 
3. Time office 
4. Electricians, blacksmiths, joiners 

 

5. Shaft 
6. Pit lane 
7. Lagoons 
8. Entrance to the 
 ‘Monkey tunnel’ 

7 

7 
7 

7 

Restoration 
9. Soil moved to form hill 
Current activities 
10. Motorbikes 
 enter the site 

                Current activities on the site which might affect the wildlife present include motorbiking 
(10) which can cause disturbance and delay the establishment of vegetation. 
 

OPAL is a UK-wide project that allows people to get hands-on with nature, whatever their age, background or 
ability. For more information see www.opalexplorenature.org or contact us at opalproject@york.ac.uk 
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http://www.opalexplorenature.org/


The event was run in collaboration with the following organisations: 

Huge thanks to those who helped organise and run the event and those who contributed to the maps. 

Wildlife 
Many of the grassland areas of Phoenix Park are left to grow long over 
the summer. This benefits small mammals which are food for 
predators such as  stoats (3), kestrels (12) and buzzards (15).  
Grassland areas will also be home to lots of insects, including ants 
which are the main food source for green woodpeckers (11). 
As the areas planted as woodland have established, they provide 
cover for small birds which sparrowhawks (13) feed on. The woodland 
areas also provide cover for roe deer. 
Areas of bare soil and paths will provide areas for grass snakes (8) and 
adders (7) to bask. The ponds in the park provide a home for newts 
(5), toads (9) and frogs (6).  

Mammals 
1. Roe deer 
2. Hare 
3. Stoat 
4. Rabbit 

Amphibians & Reptiles 
5. Newts 
6. Frog 
7. Adder 
8. Grass snake 
9. Toad* 

Birds 
10. Partridge 
11. Green woodpecker 
12. Kestrel 
13. Sparrow hawk 
14. Pheasant 
15. Buzzard* 
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*seen on day of event 
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